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Disaster Volunteering This Winter

OLYMPIA- September is Emergency Preparedness Month
and those preparations include getting ready to
volunteer during a disaster. The Volunteer Center of
Lewis, Mason and Thurston Counties works with dozens
of nonprofit and public agencies that respond during and
after a disaster in the three counties we serve. And
most of those organizations agree that knowing how to
help ahead of time is the key to a quick and effective
volunteer response.

To volunteer wisely in times of disaster, follow these
guidelines:

1. GET TRAINED-Most disaster organizations require a
level of training to be sure their volunteers are qualified
to supply the services the clients need. Though it is
sometimes possible to train you in the moment, it is not
the most effective way. Signing up with a disaster-
based organization before a disaster is the BEST way to
be a great volunteer later.

2. VOLUNTEER LOCALLY-Your community is great place
to start. There are hundreds of organizations that
provide direct social service support in your area and
many of these have disaster components to prepare and
support those in your area. These same volunteers are
often the first line of support in other areas when
disaster strikes. Fortunately, community members won't
have difficulty finding those opportunities. On Sept. 11
the Volunteer Center offers one-on-one volunteer
matching from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the Capitol Campus
Safety Fair off of Capitol Boulevard across the street
from the Tivoli Fountain on the Capitol Campus.

3. GIVE CASH-Financial gifts get help to people fast.
Financial contributions are best, because they allow
relief organizations to address specific needs most




Contact Information

relief organizations to address specific needs most
quickly. Make sure the organization you are giving to is
legitimate by visiting guidestar.com. If you plan on
collecting items, ASK as many items may not be needed
and may be difficult for organizations to store.

4. BE PREPARED Disasters strike with or without
warning. Do you and your family know how to respond?
It is important to have an emergency supply kit and a
communication plan. For more ideas, check out the
Emergency Preparedness Expo on Sept. 26. The event
is from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Saint Martin's University in
Lacey. Call 360-754-3360 for more information.

Visit www.Ready.gov_ or the Volunteer Center website
www.volunteer.ws for more resources.

An announcement from the Volunteer Center of Mason,
Lewis and Thurston Counties
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Quote of the Day

No one else can speak the words on your lips.

Drench yourself in words unspoken.

Live your life with arms wide open.
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Natasha Bedingfield, Unwritten

Forward email

. Email Marketing b

[ SafeUnsubscribe® _-g y
This email was sent to sstahl@nonprofitsolutionsnw.com by .’;1\/;
sstahl@nonprofitsolutionsnw.com. b

Update Profile/Email Address | Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy. C?gs‘ga?gcggtggt
NonProfit Solutions NW | 1824 Black Lake Blvd SW #101 | Olympia | WA | 98512




